Lunacy (Ireland) Bill, 


MEMORANDUM. 

The object of the Bill is to correct a mistake in section six 
of the Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1901, which is the reproduction of 
a mistake in section sixteen of the English Criminal Lunatics 
Act, 1884, as printed in the revised edition of the statutes. 

A criminal lunatic is defined by the English Act of 1884 as 
including “ any prisoner whom a Secretary of State or the 
“ Admiralty has, in pursuance of any Act of Parliament, directed 
“ to be removed to an asylum or other place for the reception 
“ of insane persons.” 

The word “ prisoner ” in this definition is printed ** person” in 
the revised edition of the statutes, and this mistake is embodied 
in the definition of a criminal lunatic in section six of the 
Irish Act. 

The English and the Irish statutes alike provide that the 
maintenance expenses of “ criminal lunatics ” are to be charged 
on the Votes, but the effect of the mistake in the Irish statute 
is to enlarge the definition of “ criminal lunatic ” in its applica- 
tion to Ireland so as to include a class of persons who are neither 
criminals nor prisoners, that is to say, soldiers and sailors who 
are sent to asylums as dangerous lunatics at the instance of the 
military or naval authorities. The result is that while the main- 
tenance expenses of persons of this class are in England and 
Scotland defrayed out of the local rates, in Ireland they are borne 
on the Prisons Vote. 

The Public Accounts Committee have recommended that 
steps be taken to remove the anomaly caused by this mistake. 
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A 

BILL 

TO 

Correct a verbal error in Section Six of the Lunacy A.D. 1909. 
(Ireland) Act, 1901. 

X)E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
-with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 1. The Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1901, shall, as from the first Correction 

day of April, nineteen hundred and nine, have effect as if the of error in 
word “prisoner" were substituted for the word “person” in If 7 ^. 6 
sub-head (b) of section six thereof. (b). 

2 . This Act may be cited as the Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1909, Short title 
xo and may be cited with the Lunacy (Ireland) Acts, 1821 to 1901. mi oito * ;on - 
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To correct a verbal error in Section Six 
of tlie Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1901. 


Presented by Mr. Birrcll , 
supported by 

Mr. Attorney- General for Ireland. 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 
8 June 1909. 


FEINTED BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, Bti>„ 

PBINTBB8 TO THB KIZTO'8 MOST MCBLUBXT MXJBMTT. 


A nil to bo purchased.elther directly or through any Bookseller, from 
Wtmait and Sows, Ltd.. Potter Lane, E.C., and 
32, Abingdon Street, Westminster, S.W. i or 
Otivsa and Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh ; or 
li. Poxbokby, lid, Grafton Street, Dublin. 
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